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There has certainly been no more important 
time for BPI’s advocacy. We are working hard 
to dismantle systems of injustice, co-create 
structures that empower communities, and 
address some of the most critical challenges 
facing Chicago today in police accountability, 
criminal justice reform, housing, and early 
childhood learning. 

The ravages of a global pandemic have magnified 
the effects of systemic racism across our country, 
state, and city—we have seen deep structural 
inequalities disproportionately borne by Black 
and Brown communities. Live-streamed images of 
police brutality have laid bare what so many have 
chosen to ignore and what many communities 
have known and lived for far too long: that 
systemic racism pervades our criminal justice 
system with devastating impact on individuals, 
families, and communities. 

As BPI strives to meet this moment of change, we 
invite you to view our work in action on the pages 
of this report. 

As BPI’s new Board President and Executive 
Director, we are appreciative of the contributions 
to these efforts made by so many individuals—
BPI’s staff and Board, community and 
philanthropic partners, and generous friends and 
supporters. Among them are two extraordinary 
individuals to whom BPI owes an enormous debt 
of gratitude: Hoy McConnell, BPI’s Executive 

Director for over 20 years until his retirement 
in March of this year, and Nick Brunick, BPI 
Board President for the past seven years. Their 
vision, leadership, and commitment have deeply 
impacted every aspect of BPI’s mission, work, 
and organizational life — and will for many years 
to come.

As we look ahead, we know that BPI’s work in 
pursuit of a just society will continue to demand 
unity of purpose, fierce commitment, and a 
bold level of optimism. We are deeply grateful 
to all of you who stand with us in partnership 
and common cause, fueled by our shared 
commitment to racial justice and equity.

Sincerely,

LET TER FROM THE BOARD PRESIDENT AND E XECUTIVE DIREC TOR

Dear Friends,  
This is a year unlike any in our history.

Cara Hendrickson
BPI Executive Director

Jonathan M. Kaden
BPI Board President 
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The BPI Justice Reform team advocates for reducing the size of 
the criminal legal system and eliminating the racial disparities 
that permeate it. Utilizing the principle that those closest to the 
problem are the experts in the solution, we work in coalition with 
a wide variety of stakeholders to advance our decarceration and 
supportive reentry work.

Our decarceration work is focused on government policies and community campaigns that 
reduce the rate of imprisonment and the number of people held in custody or under custodial 
supervision. We use a two-fold approach to doing this work: rethinking prisons and releasing or 
diverting people from prison.

JUS TICE REFORM
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RETHINKING PRISONS
BPI partners with the Illinois Coalition for Higher Education in Prison and the Freedom to 
Learn Campaign to help with the expansion of quality college-in-prison programs across Illinois. 
These efforts have included: 

• researching and drafting briefings for advocates and legislators

• development of communications strategies for various campaigns

• strategic planning for coalitions
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RELEA SING/DIVERTING
We support policies and legislation 
that advance sentencing reform, 
decriminalization, and mechanisms of 
release, as well as advocating for the 
increased use of executive clemency. We 
do this work in collaboration with key 
advocacy organizations that work closely 
with impacted people and their families. BPI 
has provided public education on drafting 
clemency petitions; representation of an 
incarcerated individual serving an excessive 
sentence; consulting with advocates 
regarding legislative strategy; and drafting of 
materials for subject matter hearings before 
the Illinois General Assembly.

PARTNERSHIP FOR  
HOUSING ACCESS
This pilot program provides Housing Choice 
Vouchers to graduates of the Circuit Court 
of Cook County Drug Court Rehabilitation 
Alternative Probation (RAP) program, in 
partnership with the Housing Authority of 
Cook County and TASC (Treatment Alternatives 
for Safe Communities). Justice-involved 
individuals commonly face a lack of safe 
and affordable housing and needed support 
services, and this pilot program seeks to fill a 
critical void in reentry support. 

THE CHICAGO 4 00 ALLIANCE
The Chicago 400 Alliance is dedicated to providing 
policy support to formerly incarcerated individuals 
affected by Illinois residency restrictions. BPI 
has supported events to raise awareness of the 
1,400 people incarcerated past their release date 
as a consequence of residency restrictions. In 
partnership with the Chicago 400 Alliance and 
other advocates, BPI has advanced changes to 
address these restrictions.
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BPI’s Police Accountability Program works to enact systemic police 
reforms in Chicago and to ensure that those most directly affected 
by the reforms play an active role in developing them.

Since 2016, BPI has provided extensive support to the Grassroots Alliance for Police Accountability 
(GAPA), a coalition of community-based organizations that has developed and advocated for an 
ordinance that fundamentally reimagines the relationship between the Chicago Police Department 
and the communities it serves. This ordinance would create new partnerships to bring police officers 
and residents together to build mutual trust and increase public safety at the neighborhood level, 
strengthen the police accountability system, and give civilians a powerful new role in police oversight.

POLICE ACCOUNTABILIT Y
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A CIT Y WIDE CIVILIAN 
COMMISSION
BPI has provided support to the Grassroots 
Alliance for Police Accountability (GAPA) as 
it worked with aldermen and City of Chicago 
officials to introduce an ordinance to create a 
citywide civilian commission. The commission 
will advance systemic police reform by playing 
a key role in selecting leaders, including the 
Police Superintendent, developing strategic 
goals and priorities for the Police Department, 
and working with the Police Department to 
ensure policies and priorities are rooted in 
best practices and grounded in the needs and 
values of the community.

In the wake of the police killing of George 
Floyd, with worldwide attention focused on 
oppression and police brutality, GAPA leaders 
and many aldermen felt it was necessary to 
strengthen the proposed ordinance, and BPI 
has worked intensively with GAPA leaders 
to develop additional provisions to increase 
accountability and build trust.

WORKING TO ADDRESS 
BARRIERS TO REFORM IN  
POLICE CONTR AC TS
BPI is working with other advocates to 
eliminate contract provisions that make it 
harder for people to report police misconduct 
and easier for police officers to lie about it, 
and that require officials to ignore and destroy 
evidence of police misconduct. 
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Since 1970, BPI lawyers have represented public housing residents 
and applicants in the seminal public housing desegregation lawsuit, 
Gautreaux v. Chicago Housing Authority. 

Through Gautreaux, we have for 50 years been working to break down the unconstitutional racial 
segregation and economic isolation that produced what may once have been the worst public 
housing system in the nation. Over the past year we have worked to ensure that CHA adheres to its 
commitments in the 2019 Gautreaux Settlement Agreement to develop public housing and manage 
its waitlists in ways that maximize access to public housing across the city.

HOUSING AND COMMUNIT Y DE VELOPMENT
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INITIATIVES
Over the coming year, BPI will be exploring 
strategies to increase the success of existing 
CHA mixed-income developments to 
provide inclusive, welcoming communities 
across a broad spectrum of incomes.The Gautreaux Settlement Agreement 

successfully focused the Chicago Housing 
Authority (CHA) on achieving the development 
commitments it made in the 2019 Settlement. 
With a higher level of cooperation from both 
City and State funders, new phases of housing 
development are well underway at more mixed-
income sites than has been true since the Great 
Recession.

In 2019 and 2020 new CHA family housing was 
completed in: 

• Lathrop Homes

• Roosevelt Square

• Washington Park

• Rogers Park

• Albany Park

• Logan Square

• Belmont Cragin neighborhoods

CHA has completed a new Family Resource 
Center in Altgeld Gardens, complete with a new 
Chicago Public Library that includes community 
space and a state-of-the art childcare center that 
increases the number of children that can be 
served in the Altgeld community.
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BPI launched the Altgeld-Riverdale Early Learning Initiative in 
2012 as a community-driven effort to build a comprehensive and 
coordinated early childhood system that supports children from  
birth to age eight in the Altgeld-Riverdale community on Chicago’s 
Far Southeast Side.

The engine of this program is the Altgeld-Riverdale Early Learning Coalition, a network of over  
two dozen residents, community organizations, social service providers, early learning centers 
and on-site elementary schools, as well as key government agencies such as the Chicago Housing 
Authority, the Chicago Park District, and Library. BPI is the Coalition’s ongoing convener,  
project manager, and facilitator.

E ARLY CHILDHOOD EDUC ATION
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When BPI’s work began in Altgeld in 2012, 
there was no mechanism in the community for 
residents and organizations to collaborate on 
early childhood issues. Today, the Initiative’s 
keystone Altgeld Riverdale Early Learning Coalition 
continues to meet monthly, bringing together all 
the major stakeholders who touch the lives of 
young kids. It continues to be a place for effective 
collaboration, community problem solving, 
and information sharing, all while continuing to 
provide a robust array of programs for kids from 
birth to age eight. 

The Early Learning Coalition has played an 
important role in the pandemic response by 
providing a forum for all the major community 
stakeholders to share COVID-related information 
and services. Through monthly meetings, schools, 
child care centers, the health clinic, social service 
providers, CHA, the library, the park district, 
residents, and others share resources and 
strategize around COVID-related needs.

Our status as a well-known, well-organized, and 
trusted community-based coalition made the 
Early Learning Coalition one of just a handful 
of community collaborations to receive funding 
through Illinois Action for Children to provide 
emergency resources to families in need during 
the Coronavirus pandemic. 

BPI has also embarked on a new strategy for pre-
kindergarten enrollment in the time of COVID. 
BPI engaged with partners to create a pre-k 
enrollment campaign specifically designed for 
the Altgeld-Riverdale community and designed to 
address concerns and barriers specific to COVID. 
Using a human-centered design framework, we 
have worked with parent ambassadors to host 
focus groups and interviews with families and 
early learning program providers, talking through 
effective messaging regarding enrollment and 
understanding barriers to enrollment that could 
be addressed in the marketing materials.  The 
result is a menu of materials that reflect what 
caregivers and stakeholders believe will be truly 
useful and impactful.

Despite the pandemic, the programs of the Altgeld-Riverdale Early 
Learning Initiative have pressed on, pivoting to online platforms to 
address the needs of families and children through a continuum of 
evidence-based interventions. 



B P I  2 0 2 0  A N N U A L  R E P O R T

F A M I L I E S
Number of families provided 
emergency funding to support 
basic needs in 2020

Y E A R S

Number of 
years the 
Coalition has 
been active

E D U C A T I O N A L 
P A R T N E R S

BPI works in 3 CPS schools, 1 charter school, and  
2 community-based early learning organizations

C H I L D R E N

Approximate number served by 
Coalition programs annually

Coalition efforts touch every pre-k program 
in the Altgeld-Riverdale community

P R E - K  P R O G R A M S

Participate regularly in the Altgeld 
Riverdale Early Learning Coalition

M E M B E R S

Almost one-quarter of the Altgeld-
Riverdale population is under age 9

U N D E R  9
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B P I  T U R N S 50
When Gordon Sherman founded BPI in 
1969, it is unlikely he could have foreseen 
where the next 50 years would take us. 
Our 50th Anniversary Dinner on May 16, 
2019, attended by over 600 BPI friends 
and partners, celebrated that journey and 
marked the road forward into the uncertain 
terrain of our next 50 years. 

Highlighting our program was a very 
special keynote speaker—Mayor Lori 
Lightfoot, just four days after her historic 
inauguration. The Mayor’s words that night 
still resonate a year later—perhaps, in the 
context of the events of 2020, even more 
profoundly:

“Over the last 50 years, BPI has 
been about bringing people 
together, being fierce advocates 
for what is right, and never 
resting. Our north stars, just 

like BPI’s, must be equity 
and inclusion so that every 
opportunity is not defined by 
race, ethnicity, country of origin, 
religion, or who you love. This is 
our time to stand together and 
show the world that we know 
how to address and solve  
the challenges before us.”

To help BPI advance its work in pursuit 
of racial and economic equity, friends 
and supporters contributed generously 
throughout the year to BPI’s “Strive for 
Equity” 50th Anniversary Campaign. 
Deeply grateful for their partnership in 
our work in pursuit of “a just society,” BPI 
is energized and inspired by all of our 
community and government partners, 
friends, supporters, and fellow advocates 
as we stand in common cause to confront 
the challenges ahead.
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BPI is deeply grateful for the generous support of the following 
individuals and organizations in 2019. Throughout our five decades, 
the support of countless individuals, foundations, law firms, banks, 
and corporations have made BPI’s every effort possible. Thank you for 
your partnership in our work to create a just society.

The listing below reflects contributions made from January 1, 2019 to December 31, 2019.  
Contributions made in 2020 will be included in next year’s Annual Report.

INDIVIDUAL 
CONTRIBUTORS
$25,000 AND ABOVE
Susan Kiphart/Kiphart Family 
Foundation
Hoy and Patti McConnell
Lowell Sachnoff
Judy Wise/Baskin Family Foundation

$10,000 - $24,999
King Harris/Harris Family Foundation
Priscilla and Steven Kersten
Betsy and Scott Lassar
Daniel and Fay Levin
Jane M. Saks and the Nathan 
Cummings Foundation

$5,000 - $9,999
Dara Altshuler and Robert Kaplan
Lucy and Peter Ascoli
Frank Beal and Linda Corby
Myles D. Berman
Sheila and Robert L. Berner, Jr.
Joel Bookman and Judy Wachtenheim
Katie and Nick Brunick
Julie Hamos and Hon. Alan Grieman
Jonathan and Susan Kaden
Sheila and Chris Kennedy
Paul Levy and Mia Park
Rosanna A. Marquez and Jonathan 
Medow
Sarah Walker Pauls and Robert Pauls

Esther S. Saks
Bettylu and Paul Saltzman
Jodi and Christopher Wilson

$2,500 - $4,999
Rev. Christian Coon and Anne Coon
Bill and Ann DeBruler
Richard H. Driehaus
Daisy Feidt and Berenice Tow
Annaliese Fleming
Steve Galler
Ken and Lucy Lehman
Josh and Ricki Lowitz
Lauren Moltz and John Clement
Amar Parikh and Dr. Richa Sachdev
Beth E. Saks and Scott A. Fithian
Mark Segal and Kathy Paul
Ann E. Smith
Mary Stowell 
Kallolini and Sanjay Tailor
Stacie Young and Scott Campbell

$1,000 - $2,499
Cinda Axley
James A. Backstrom
Barbara T. Bowman
Glenn Brewer and Karen Haskins-
Brewer
Darden and Robert Carr
Beth and Steven Catlett
Valerie Chang and Ian Jacobs
Adam and Rachel Chiss

Robin and Dan Coffey
Dolores Connolly and Daniel Casey
Jackie and Donnie Dann
Camilla Hawk Diaz-Perez
Edward F. Dobbins, Jr.
Gary and Deborah Edidin
Alison Faith
Paul C. Gearen
William A. Geller
Mary L. Gray
Merle and Barry Gross
John Harrington
Harriet Hausman
David D. Hiller
Marc Hilton and Judith Aronson
Jackie and Peter Holsten
Doris and Robert Jones
Laurie and Bruce Kaden
Carol and Arnie Kanter
Julie Kennedy
Iris Krieg and James Hardy
Sequane Lawrence
Howard Learner and Lauren Rosenthal
Paul Lehman and Ronna Stamm
Joseph and Marcia Liss
Margaret and Paul Lurie
Carolyn McGuire
Russell McLean
Stacey and Ben Mednick
William A. Miceli
Brian Mikes and Elizabeth Warren-
Mikes

CONTRIBUTORS
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Rabbi Rachel Mikva and Mark 
Rosenberg
Dan Miller
Ronald S. Miller
Kate B. Morrison
Michael and Deborah Pagano
Lorraine and Norman Perman
Barbara and Alexander Polikoff
Robert C. Raidt and Katharine R. 
Christmas
Dede and Tom Reedy
Daniel and Elizabeth Reidy
Carol Rosofsky
Andy Salk
Rayman L. Solomon
Dawn Stockmo and Perry Johnson
Deona and Steve Thomas
Kristine B. Westerberg

$500 - $999
Kay Berkson and Sidney Hollander 
Joan Berman
Vicky and John Bitner
Ralph and Rona Brown
Jadine Chou
Anida Johnson Cohen
Christopher Comerford
Helen M. Dunlap
Gary Elden
Margee Elias
Susan and Paul Freehling
Daniel Friedman
Eric and Angela Gershenson
David and Gail Gottlieb
Moira and Andrew Griffin
Deborah A. Harrington
Joshua and Debra Levin
Susan and Michael Levine
Ted Lowitz
Sheila R. Meyer
J. Clifford Moos
Moira and Michael Pollard
Guacolda Reyes and Hector Vielma
Mimi and Benjamin Rodman
Jeffrey C. Rubenstein
Leonard S. Rubinowitz
David S. Ruder (deceased)

Jennifer and Joe Salvatore
Fredric and Nikki Will Stein
Janet and Walter Swartz
Makram N. Talia
Michael Truppa and Ambar Mentor-
Truppa
Courtney and Alex Weil
Timothy W. Wright III

$250 - $499
Alex Amezcua
John Arena
Elizabeth Bautista
Emily Brown and Andrew Tonelli
Maurice H. Fantus and Judith A. Aiello
Laurie and Brian Fitzpatrick
Thea Flaum and Robert Hill
Elizabeth H. Friedgut
Gwendolyn J. Gatz
Andrew Geer
David B. Goodman
Robert and Lucy Jones
Sherry Kaufman
Michael J. Koetting
Peter Landon
Abby and Jonathan Levine
Susannah Levine
William E. Lowry
David R. Melton and Nancy Segal
Leon and Maria Myrianthopoulos
Joseph Olszewski
Gilda Parrella, Ph.D.
Joseph and Mary Beth Piekarski
Laura and Gilberto Rios
Robert A. Roth
Anthony and Jane Rothschild
Jeffrey Sadoff
Steven Schlickman
Julie Shelton
Charles and Elizabeth Sklarsky
Whitman T. Soule
Max Stein
Susie Steinberg
Marvin Tenenbaum
James Walsh
Ann S. Wolff

UP TO $249
Robert D. Allison
Timothy Angell
Bennett Applegate, Jr.
Marilyn and Charles Arbetter
Joy Aruguete
Julie Baker
Lara Balay
Jana Barbe
Olga Baron
Ron and Queta Bauer
Sandra Ben-Zeev
Marc A. Benjamin
Robert W. Bennett
Rabbi Marc E. Berkson
Andrew Berman and Pamela Kaul
Debbie L. Berman
Esther Bloch
Steven Block
Mark A. Bradford
Josephine Brill
Julie Brown and Steve Schneck
Teresa Brunick
Sharon Bullion
Helen L. Carlock
Luis Carrizales
Eric Chisholm
Judith F. Chiss
Unah Choi
Allison Clements
Kathryn and J. S. Cole
William F. Conlon
Terry Coyner
Barbara Flynn Currie
Sheila Dawson-Jones
Elizabeth Demes
Paul E. Dengel and Paula Morency
Thomas A. Denio
Andrea Dichter-Croydon and Michael 
Croydon
Aimee Eckmann
Stacy Ehrlich
Ellen Elias
Janet L. Elson
Kim Emberson
Nedra Sims Fears
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Steven Felsenthal
Will Fletcher
Karen and John Foley
Steven D. Friedland
Caryn Friedman
Tamar and Elliot Frolichstein-Appel
John Gasiorowski
Dr. Paul B. Glickman
Jean S. Gottlieb
Timothy Griffin
Matt and Haley Gross
David Grossman
Kate Grossman and Peter Fidler
Ronald and Audrey Grzywinski
Joan and Guy Gunzberg
Lindsey Haines
Emily J. Harris and James H. Ridker
Kirk Harris
Kelli Harsch and Aaron Smith
Emma Heemskerk
Randy Heinig
Cara Hendrickson and Henry Guerriero
Joel Henning and Maria Ojeda
Jane Heron
Gregg Hollander
Robert D. Jaffee
Martha J. Jantho
Marc R. Kadish
Dan and Amy Kaufman
William J. and Catherine Kirby
Saul and Sandra Klibanow
Susan and Allen Kravis
Anna LauBach
Meta Levin
Rhita S. Lippitz
Henry G. Lorsch
Michael Maltz and Marcia Farr
Paul Metzger and Sarah Bradley
Ronald Milsap
Tawakalitu Mitchell
Thalia Myrianthopoulos
Claude Nesbit
Philip Nyden
Jacqueline O. Nyenke
James D. Odom 
Matthew O’Hara

Jennifer Oppenheimer
Deborah Pardini
Heather D. Parish
Jonathan Perman and Melissa Hilton
John Petrovski
Frank M. Pettaway
Elizabeth Baldwin Phillips
Erin Pintens
Erika Poethig and Ray Sendejas
John Quinn
Spencer H. Raymond
Raul Raymundo
Jay Readey and Lisa McGill
Karen C. Rechtschaffen
Dawn Reese
Nancy and Thomas Ronquillo
John Rottier
Judith and Carl Royal
Louise and Charles Saltzman
Howard and Darlene Sandifer
Randi Scholssberg-Schullo
Patricia Schulman
Palak V. Shah
Joan and Jim Shapiro
Sara and Michael Sher
Robbie and Karen Silverman
Adele and John Simmons
James Simmons
Jessica Perez Simmons
Kimberly Sisney
Peggy Slater
Tony Smith and Carolee Kokola
Sandeep Sood
Robert Steiner, Jr.
Bonita and David Turner
Teresa Tyson
Jordan VanBeek
Ryan Visser
Warren Wenzloff
Travis Wimsett
Sandra Womack
Edward Wood

INSTITUTIONAL 
CONTRIBUTORS
AbbVie, Inc. (matching gift)
Annie E. Casey Foundation
AON Foundation (matching gift)
Applegate & Thorne-Thomsen, PC
BMO Harris Bank
Bowman C. Lingle Trust
Brinshore Development LLC
The Chicago Community Trust
Crown Family Philanthropies
Dentons US LLP
The Habitat Company
Harris Family Foundation
Holsten Real Estate Development Corp.
John D. and Catherine T. MacArthur 
Foundation
The Joyce Foundation
JPMorgan Chase Bank (matching gift)
Leo Burnett Group (matching gift)
Leo S. Guthman Fund
Miller Shakman Levine & Feldman LLP
Miner Barnhill and Galland, P.C.
The Nathan Cummings Foundation
Northern Trust 
The Oppenheimer Family Foundation
Optima, Inc.
Perkins Coie LLP
Polk Bros. Foundation
Robert R. McCormick Foundation
Schiff Hardin LLP
Searle Funds at The Chicago 
Community Trust
Sidley Austin LLP
The Community Builders, Inc.
University of Chicago Office of Civic 
Engagement 
Woods Fund of Chicago

BPI has made every effort to make this 
list accurate and inclusive. If you discover 
an error or omission, please accept our 
apologies. We would appreciate your advising 
us so that we may correct our records.  
Thank you.
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FINANCIALS

Foundations

Individuals

Attorneys Fees

Fellowships/Internships

Endowment Fund

Miscellaneous

$969,000

$550,000

$383,000

$244,000

$200,000

$5,000

$2,351,000

SOURCES OF FUNDS

Personnel

Program Support

Occupancy

Special Events

Outside Services

Office Expenses

Communications

To Operating Reserves

$1,484,000

$244,000

$227,000

$171,000

$106,000

$57,000

$16,000

$46,000

$2,351,000

USES OF FUNDS

Sources and Uses of Funds: January 1–December 31, 2019 (actual)
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STAFF

Hillary  
Chutter-Ames
Skadden Fellow; 
Staff Counsel

Cara 
Hendrickson
Executive Director

Julie Elena 
Brown
Co-Director, 
Public Housing 
and Mobility; 
Senior Staff 
Counsel

Kimberly 
Campbell
Director of 
Communications

Ellen Elias
Director of 
Development

Artishia Hunter
Senior Education 
Associate

Marsheda 
Ewulomi
Staff Counsel

Adam Gross
Director, Police 
Accountability; 
Senior Staff 
Counsel

Ashton Hoselton
BPI Polikoff-
Gautreaux Fellow; 
Staff Counsel

Betsy Lassar
Policy Analyst

Susannah Levine
Director, 
Education and 
Early Learning

Deborah 
Johnson
Receptionist

Marissa Manos
Administrative 
Director

Alexander 
Polikoff
Co-Director, 
Public Housing 
and Mobility; 
Senior Staff 
Counsel

Amy Thompson
BPI Polikoff-
Gautreaux Fellow; 
Staff Counsel

Shareese Pryor
Director, Justice 
Reform; Senior 
Staff Counsel

Laura Taglia
Director of 
Finance and 
Operations
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OFFICERS
Jonathan M. Kaden
President

Lucy B. Ascoli
Vice President

Pamela Daniels-Halisi
Vice President

Daisy Feidt
Vice President

Stacie Young
Vice President

Amar Parikh
Treasurer

Sarah Walker Pauls
Secretary

Cara A. Hendrickson
Executive Director

DIRECTORS
Frank H. Beal
Myles D. Berman
Joel Bookman
Barbara T. Bowman
Glenn Brewer
Nicholas J. Brunick
Steven Catlett
Jadine Chou
Robin S. Coffey
Rev. Christian Coon
Camilla Hawk Diaz-Perez
Anneliese Fleming
Stephen Galler
William Geller
Annette Guzman
Julie Hamos
Robert A. Kaplan
Julie Kennedy
Sheila Berner Kennedy
Iris Krieg
Betsy Lassar
G. Sequane Lawrence
Paul A. Levy
Josh Lowitz
Rosanna A. Márquez
E. Hoy McConnell, II
Alexander Polikoff
Bob Raidt
Quinn Rallins
Guacolda Reyes
Lowell Sachnoff
Mark A. Segal
Ann E. Smith
Sanjay T. Tailor
Jodi Wilson
Timothy W. Wright III

BOARD OF DIRECTORS
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ABOUT BPI

BPI is a public interest law and policy center that for 50 years 
has worked to create a just society. Our work today focuses 
on addressing the challenges of poverty and racial inequity, 
increasing housing and educational opportunity, building vital 
communities, strengthening early childhood learning, and 
reforming the criminal justice system.

Considered one of Chicago’s most tenacious and versatile 
advocates for the public interest, BPI lawyers and policy 
specialists engage in legal and policy research, advocacy, 
litigation, organizing, and collaboration with community, 
nonprofit, government, academic, and business organizations  
to accomplish our mission.

Business and Professional People for the Public Interest 
25 East Washington Street, Suite 1515, Chicago, Illinois 60602 
312.641.5570 | www.bpichicago.org

Cara A. Hendrickson, Executive Director

BPI is a recipient of the MacArthur Foundation Award for Creative 
and Effective Institutions.




