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Dear Friends,

Though 2021 brought significant challenges – in the Chicago region, across 
the state of Illinois, and to our country – BPI met the moment with a fierce 
commitment to racial, social, and economic justice.       

We saw victories in several longstanding BPI priorities, including the 
creation of a community oversight ordinance for the Chicago Police 
Department that serves as a national model and holds great promise;  
the installation of the Ida B. Wells monument at Oakwood Shores; tireless 
work to expand access to higher education in prison; and meaningful 
support of the Altgeld-Riverdale Early Learning Collaborative and 
preparation to transition it to a truly community-led coalition. 

We know that barriers to justice and equity run deep, and so we go deep.  
We work to get to the core of problems and address them in a way that 
produces long-term change, shifting the balance of power towards equity.      

We’re forging ahead, with intentionality and clarity of purpose. We have 
added new staff and debuted a new website. And in 2021, we committed 
to three strategic organizational priorities:  

• Strengthening our impact by rooting the work and voice in communities 
and collaborations and by amplifying our message;  

• Expanding the effectiveness of our work through innovation, 
partnerships, and accountability; and  

• Investing in a culture of equity through board and staff development  
and support.  

These strategic priorities are grounded in and guided by a focus on equity, 
inclusion, and shared power.  For us at BPI, that means walking the walk 
as we build the collective power of those who haven’t had a seat at the 
table, of our partners, and within our own team.    

There’s no doubt that these are challenging times. At BPI we know that the 
recourse to structural injustice and racism is the collective action of people 
committed to facing systemic injustice and building enduring change.  

We’re deeply grateful to all of you who work with us and stand with us 
through your support of BPI’s work.  We’re forging ahead, together. 

Sincerely,  
Jonathan & Cara

LET TER FROM THE BOARD PRESIDENT  
AND EXECU TIVE DIRECTOR

Cara Hendrickson
BPI Executive Director

Jonathan M. Kaden
BPI Board President 
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P O L I C E 
AC C O U N TA B I L I T Y

BPI’S PARTNERSHIP 
WITH THE 
EMPOWERING 
COMMUNITIES FOR 
PUBLIC SAFET Y 
COALITION GOT A BIG 
WIN IN 2021
BPI’s Police Accountability 
program is working to enact 
systemic police reforms, 
including strengthening the 
police accountability system, 
promoting community safety, 
improving police practices, 
reimagining the roles that police 
departments and other entities 
play in producing public safety, 
and transforming the relationship 
between the police department 
and the communities it serves. 

In July 2021, we celebrated 
the Chicago City Council’s 
passage of a transformative 
ordinance to empower Chicago 
communities in building 

public safety in Chicago. The 
Empowering Communities for 
Public Safety (ECPS) ordinance 
represents many years of work 
by the Grassroots Alliance for 
Police Accountability (GAPA) 
and Chicago Alliance Against 
Racist and Political Repression 
(CAARPR), two broad-based 
community coalitions. Thousands 
of people and more than 100 
community groups took part 
in creating the ordinance. For 
over five years, BPI’s Police 
Accountability team has 
provided extensive support to 
the GAPA coalition, and we 
partnered with the broader 
ECPS Coalition after GAPA and 
CAARPR joined efforts. 

The ECPS ordinance creates a 
citywide community oversight 
commission with the power to 
bring about systemic police 
reform. This commission will play 
a critical role in selecting key 
leaders, including the Chicago 

Police Superintendent; set 
strategic goals and priorities for 
the Chicago Police Department; 
and set police department 
policy—helping to ensure those 
police department policies and 
priorities are rooted in expert 
knowledge about best practices 
and grounded in the needs and 
values of the community. 

It also creates elected three- 
member District Councils 
in each of the city’s police 
districts. District Councils will 
work to bring together police 
department leadership and 
community members to set local 
priorities for the district and work 
together to increase safety and 
accountability. 

BPI is committed to working with 
our community partners and 
other stakeholders to ensure 
successful implementation and 
to see to it that the ordinance 
realizes its full promise. 
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DECREASING THE 
ILLINOIS PRISON 
POPULATION
BPI’s Reimagining the Criminal 
Legal System team advocates for 
policies and practices that create 
and protect alternatives, promote 
justice and accountability, and 
seek equitable outcomes for 
those impacted by the criminal 
legal system in Illinois. 

Stable housing is a key imperative 
for the success of residents exiting 
the criminal legal system,  
but returning residents face 
several obstacles that limit 
their ability to find a home. In 
2021, BPI released Unlocking 
Reentry Housing: Keys to Building 
Collaborative Tenant-Based 
Voucher Programs. This report 
presented the results from an 
18-month pilot program, the 
Partnership for Housing Access, 
that provided returning residents 
in Cook County with tenant-

based housing 
vouchers and 
supportive services 
to help them obtain 
affordable housing 
and settle into their 
neighborhoods. BPI 
created the pilot 
following the 2018 
publication of our 
report, No Place to 
Call Home: Navigating 
Reentry Housing 
in Chicago, which 
showed how the 
presence of a criminal 
record creates barriers 
for individuals on the 
private housing rental 
market.  

The results of the pilot 
program highlight key 
strategies and policy 
recommendations 
that will help support returning 
residents obtain greater access 
to affordable housing and a 

C R I M I N A L  
L E G A L  S Y S T E M

UNLOCKING REENTRY HOUSING

1

Keys to Building Collaborative 
Tenant-Based Voucher Programs

March 2021

model for future replication of 
the tenant-based voucher model 
across the state of Illinois.
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IDA B.  WELLS  
MONUMENT 
UNVEILING
BPI’s housing advocacy focuses 
on removing barriers and 
promoting housing choice 
across the Chicago region, 
including families living in or 
seeking subsidized or other 
affordable housing. 

BPI works to ensure that 
CHA considers resident and 
community views, especially 
through our role as members 
of mixed-income working 
groups at each site where 
redevelopment is planned, 
taking place, or complete. 

BPI lawyers continue to 
attend regularly scheduled 
CHA mixed-income working 
groups and to meet with 
CHA legal and development 
staff about implementation 
of the Gautreaux settlement 

agreement. Our on-the-
ground efforts at the 13 new 
and planned mixed-income 
Chicago Housing Authority 
communities will contribute to 
the creation of thousands of 
public and affordable housing 
units. Our Authority-wide 
work related to tenant-based 
and project- based Housing 
Choice Vouchers, and our 
advocacy around monitoring 
the site-based wait list system 
are focused on expanding 
the availability of high-quality 
housing opportunities for low-
income children, families,  
and individuals.  

In 2021, we celebrated with the 
Oakwood Shores community 
at the unveiling of Light of 
Truth, the Ida B. Wells National 
Monument, in that community. 
BPI supported the Oakwood 
Shores Commemorative Art 
Committee throughout the 
years-long planning and 

H O U S I N G

development of the monument, 
serving as the fiscal sponsor 
for the project. Created by 
the sculptor Richard Hunt, the 
memorial honoring renowned 
journalist and civil rights activist 
Ida B. Wells stands in the center of 
Oakwood Shores, the new mixed-
income community on the former 
site of the Ida B. Wells public 
housing development.
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BPI is celebrating 10 years of convening and 
facilitating a community-driven effort to create a 
comprehensive and coordinated early childhood 
system. This work supports children from pre-birth 
to age eight in the Altgeld-Riverdale community 
on Chicago’s far southeast side. 

Recognizing the need to unify Altgeld around a 
collective vision by identifying and prioritizing the 
most urgent early childhood education needs 
in the community, BPI laid the groundwork for 
the Altgeld-Riverdale Early Learning Coalition to 
address the community’s early learning needs. 
The coalition showcases the partnership and 
power of the community stakeholders dedicated 
to the children of this community. 

Despite the intense challenges faced by 
families in 2021, children and families served by 
the enduring Altgeld-Riverdale Early Learning 
Coalition enrolled in pre-K programs at a rate 
higher than the city average. The Coalition met 
the many challenges of 2020 and 2021 and 
continues to provide a comprehensive system 
that supports children from birth to age eight, 
along with their families. 

Now, on its 10th anniversary, we honor the success 

of the Altgeld-Riverdale Early Learning Coalition and 
its next leadership phase as a community-based 
and community-led resource.

E A R LY 
L E A R N I N G
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S T A F F

Kimberly Campbell
Director of 
Communications 

Karen Joy Dizon
Sr. Associate 
Director of 
Development 

Cara Hendrickson
BPI Executive 
Director

Julie Elena Brown
Senior Staff Counsel 
& Director, Housing

Loren Jones
Staff Counsel, Police 
Accountability

Ariel Hairston
Staff Counsel, Police 
Accountability and 
Criminal Legal 
System

Elizabeth Lassar 
(Betsy)
Policy Analyst, 
Housing 

Nancy Negrete
Polikoff-Gautreaux 
Fellow and Policy 
Analyst

Shareese Pryor
Senior Staff 
Counsel & Director, 
Criminal Legal 
System and Police 
Accountability

Sydney Sakharia
Program Associate

Suresh Sharma
Managing Director 
of Finance and 
Operations

Amy Thompson
Polikoff-Gautreaux 
Fellow and Staff 
Counsel

Tamara Reed Tran
Managing Director 
of Development and 
External Relations

AS OF AUGUST 2022
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$2,051,367

$424,273

$352,594

$2,828,234

Foundations

Individuals

Attorneys Fees

Fellowships/Internships

Endowment Fund

Miscellaneous

$1,695,345

$314,612

$307,500

$269,541

$200,000

$41,236

$2,828,234

SOURCES OF FUNDS

SOURCES AND USES OF FUNDS: JANUARY 1– DECEMBER 31, 2021 (ACTUAL)

Program Services

Administration

Fundraising

USES OF FUNDS

72.5%

15.0%

12.5%

F I N A N C I A L S 
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$10 0, 0 01+

Arnold Ventures

Annie E. Casey 
Foundation

The Joyce 
Foundation

John D. and 
Catherine T. 
MacArthur 
Foundation

Polk Bros 
Foundation

$5 0, 0 01- $10 0 , 0 0 0

Robert R. 
McCormick 
Foundation

$2 5, 0 01- $5 0 , 0 0 0

The Chicago 
Community Trust

Bowman C. Lingle 
Trust

Woods Fund 
Chicago

$10, 0 01- $2 5, 0 0 0

Lucy and Peter 
Ascoli

The Harris Family 
Foundation

Sheila and Chris 
Kennedy

Susan R. Kiphart

Betsy and Scott 
Lassar

Leonard A. Gail 
and Robin M. 
Steans

$5, 0 01- $10 , 0 0 0

Charles Gofen

Jonathan and 
Susan Kaden

Daniel Levin and 
Hon. Fay Hartog 
Levin

Hoy and Patti 
McConnell

The Northern Trust 
Company

Optima, Inc.

Providence Bank 
& Trust

Beth Saks and 
Scott Fithian

Bettylu and Paul 
Saltzman

$1 , 0 01- $5 , 0 0 0

Applegate & 
Thorne-Thomsen, 
PC

James A. 
Backstrom

Frank Beal and 
Linda Corby

Robert L. Berner, 
Jr.

BMO Harris Bank

Bookman 
Associates, Inc.

Barbara Bowman

Glenn Brewer and 
Karen Haskins-
Brewer

Stacie Young and 
Scott Campbell

Chicago Bar 
Foundation

Robin and Dan 
Coffey

Christian and 
Anne Coon

Crown Family 
Philanthropies

Dentons US LLP

DLA Piper LLP (US)

Stephen Galler

The Habitat 
Company

Julie Hamos 

David D. Hiller

Hughes Socol Piers 
Resnick & Dym, 
Ltd.

Bruce and Laurie 
Kaden

Dara Altshuler and 
Robert Kaplan

Julie Kennedy

G. Sequane 
Lawrence

Paul and Mia Levy

Thomas Liu

Josh and Ricki 
Lowitz

Ted Lowitz

Rosanna A. 
Marquez

Jonathan C. 
Medow

Sarah Walker Pauls 
and Robert Pauls

Perkins Coie LLP

Alexander Polikoff

Robert Raidt 
and Katharine 
Christmas

Lowell Sachnoff

Mark A. Segal

Miller Shakman 
Levine & Feldman 
LLP

Sidley Austin LLP

Ann E. Smith

Kallolini and 
Sanjay Tailor

Jodi and 
Christopher Wilson

$5 01- $1 , 0 0 0

Adams Street 
Match

Christine and 
John Bakalar

Myles D. Berman

Jackie and 
Donnie Dann

Bill and Ann 
DeBruler

Gary Elden and 
Phyllis Mandler

Margee Elias

Daisy Feidt and 
Berenice Tow

Paul C. Gearen

Mary L. Gray

Allison and Jason 
Horowitz

Carol and Arnie 
Kanter

Howard Learner 
and Lauren 
Rosenthal

The Livney 
Foundation

Margaret and 
Paul Lurie

Miner Barnhill & 
Galland, P.C.

Bruce Mumford 
and Jeanne 
Witherspoon

Daniel and 
Elizabeth Reidy

Guacolda Reyes 
and Hector 
Vielma

Rayman L. 
Solomon

Laura Taglia

David Weller

$2 51- $5 0 0

Cinda Axley

Marc A. Benjamin

John and Vicki 
Bitner

Carolyn McGuire 
and Scott 
Denman

Edward F. Dobbins

Ellen P. Elias

Joseph M. 
Ferguson

Thea Flaum and 
Robert A. Hill

Susan and Paul 
Freehling

Mr. and Mrs. 
Daniel Friedman

Kate Gjaja

Becca Groothuis

Leo S. Guthman 
Fund

Joyce and 
Richard Hirsch

Douglas Jackson

Lynn Jackson

Robert Kreisman

Peter Landon

Susan and 
Michael Levine

Joseph and 
Marcia Liss

Stacey and Ben 
Mednick

Lorraine and 
Norman Perman

Dede and Tom 
Reedy

Anthony and Jane 
Rothschild

Esther S. Saks

Charles and 
Elizabeth Sklarsky

Mary Stowell

Janet and Walter 
Swartz

Makram Talia

Daniel VerDuin

U P TO $2 5 0

Bennett 
Applegate

Lisa Axelrod

Karyn Bass Ehler

Ron and ‘Queta 
Bauer

Robert W. Bennett

Juliet Berger-White

Rabbi and Ms. 
Marc E. Berkson

Julian and Joan 
Berman

Andrew Berman 
and Pamela A. 
Kaul

Debbie L Berman

Henry C. Binford 
and Janet Cyrwus

Marcia Bogolub 
and Phil Kaplan

Ralph and Rona 
Brown

Julie Brown and 
Steven Schneck

Ann Burke

Helen Carlock

Adam and Rachel 
Chiss

Judith F. Chiss

Sarah Crewe

Jeffrey and 
Deborah 
Cummings

Hon. Barbara 
Flynn Currie

Thomas A. Denio

Helen Dunlap

Jan Elson

Barbara Engel 
and Jesse Hall

Roberta G. Evans

Stephanie 
Ferguson

Peter J. Fidler

Jane Flanagan

Annaliese Fleming

Caryn Friedman

John Friesen

C O N T R I B U T O R S
BPI would like to thank all of its donors for their steadfast support of our mission, vision and values. 

The listing below reflects contributions made from January 1, 2021 to December 31, 2021. 
Contributions made in 2022 will be included in next year’s Annual Report.
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Tamar and Elliot 
Frolichstein-Appel

Dr. Paul B. 
Glickman

David and 
Dorothy Grossman

Ann Grote

Ronald and 
Audrey Grzywinski

Joan and Guy 
Gunzberg

Annette C.M. 
Guzman 

Emily Harris and 
James Ridker

Cara Hendrickson 
and Henry 
Guerriero

Kim Hines

Sheila Holder

Chris Huang

C.C. Huang

Nancy Jack

Martha Jantho

Greenberg 
Traurig, LLP

Doris and Robert 
Jones

Amadi Jordan-
Walker

Edward Kennedy 
and Marjorie Epps 
Kennedy

Christine Klepper

Lucy Knight

Barbara Shaw and 
Michael Koetting

Allen and Susan 
Kravis

Mary Ellen Kresel

Iris Krieg and 
James Hardy

Bennett Lasko

Kenneth and Lucy 
Lehman

Debra and Joshua 
Levin

Meta Levin

Rhita S. Lippitz

Henry and Sharon 
Lorsch

Marcena Love

Corrine Magness

Michael Maltz and 
Marcia Farr

Lisa Marie Pickens

Kate Meltzer

Paul Metzger and 
Sarah Bradley

Shirley Newsome

Eleanor Nicholson

Philip Nyden

Kathy Pace

Deborah Pardini

Mary Pauls

Jonathan Perman 
and Melissa Hilton

Elizabeth B. Phillips

Erika Poethig and 
Ray Sendejas

Jay Readey and 
Lisa McGill

Karen 
Rechtschaffen

Tamara Reed Tran 
and Matt Tran

Debbie Resnick

Barbara Reynolds

Laura Rios

Emma Rodriguez

Peter Rosenblatt

Lya and Louis 
Rosenblum

Hon. Mary M. 
Rowland

Carl and Judith 
Royal

Linda and 
Leonard 
Rubinowitz

Howard and 
Darlene Sandifer

Palak V. Shah

Sara and Michael 
Sher

Gerald Sherman

Robbie and Karen 
Silverman

Adele and John 
Simmons

Lee Smith

Micki Somerman

Fredric and Nikki 
Will Stein

Mikolene Taylor

Bonita and David 
Turner

Teresa Tyson

Nina Vinik and 
Ross Bricker

Joan C. Walker

Kelly Warner

Nina Wheeler

David Wigodner

Ann Williams and 
David Stewart

Howard Zwillinger

B OA R D  O F  D I R E C T O R S
OF F IC ER S

Cara A. Hendrickson 
Executive Director

Jonathan M. Kaden 
President

Lucy B. Ascoli 
Vice President

Pamela Daniels-Halisi 
Vice President

Rosanna Marquez 
Vice President

Amar Parikh 
Treasurer

Sarah Walker Pauls 
Secretary

DIREC TOR S

Stacie Young 
Community Investment 
Corporation

Frank H. Beal 
Regional Planning/Civic 
Activist

Myles D. Berman 
Foley & Lardner LLP

Joel Bookman 
Bookman Associates, Inc.

Glenn Brewer 
Civic Activist

Nicholas J. Brunick 
Applegate & Thorne-Thomsen, 
P.C.

Jadine Chou 
Chicago Public Schools

Robin S. Coffey 
Neighborhood Housing 
Services of Chicago, Inc.

Rev. Christian Coon 
Urban Village Church

Annaliese Fleming 
American Bar Association

Stephen Galler 
The Habitat Company

William Geller 
Law Enforcement Consultant

Annette Guzman 
Cook County Government

Julie Hamos 
University Of Illinois, Office of 
Medicaid Innovation

Julie Kennedy 
Northwestern University, 
Kellogg School Of 
Management

Sheila Berner Kennedy 
Top Box Foods

Iris Krieg 
Iris Krieg & Associates

G. Sequane Lawrence 
Center For Strategic Investment 
In Youth And Families

Paul A. Levy 
Prairie Management & 
Development, Inc.

Josh Lowitz 
J. Lowitz Company

Rosanna A. Márquez 
AARP/Illinois

E. Hoy Mcconnell, II 
Civic Activist

Quinn Rallins 
Loevy & Loevy

Guacolda Reyes 
The Resurrection Project

Mark A. Segal 
Optima, Inc.

Jodi Wilson 
Intelsat

E M ER I T US BOA RD

Alexander Polikoff 
BPI Chicago (Retired)

Daisy Feidt 
Access Living

Barbara T. Bowman 
Erikson Institute

Robert A. Kaplan 
Ansonia Properties Llc

Lowell Sachnoff 
Civic Activist

Hon. Sanjay T. Tailor 
Circuit Court of Cook County, 
Illinois

Timothy W. Wright III 
Quintairos, Prieto, Wood & 
Boyer, P.A.



ABOU T BPI
BPI is committed to addressing the structural 
racism and systemic oppression that has led to 
inequities and injustices, particularly for people and 
communities of color, in Chicago and Illinois. An 
innovative public interest law and policy center, BPI 
utilizes a combination of legal tools, policy research, 
advocacy, organizing, and convening to work 
towards transformational change.

Dedicated to advancing nuanced solutions to 
pressing racial, economic, and social justice 
issues, BPI’s work is focused on housing, police 
accountability; the criminal legal system; and early 
learning. We lead and support efforts to dismantle 
systems of injustice, create structures that empower 
communities, and reduce harms caused by racism 
and oppression.

Business and Professional People  
for the Public Interest 
25 East Washington Street, Suite 1515, Chicago, 
Illinois 60602 
312.641.5570 | www.bpichicago.org


